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The above paragraph is from the
Introduction to  Satyarth-Prakash,
authored by Rishi Dayanand. He thus
respects a common man, saying that his
inner self knows the truth well. The
Manusmriti (2-12) says that <= fa:
e W& 9 fUgaret these four are
evidences to the truth.

The soul is intelligent, or able to
know. It is receiving facts continuously
through senses, mind and intellect, and
getting knowledge this way. It is always
receiving inspirations from God, and
getting knowledge that way too.
Knowledge means the correct inference
as to what is the truth and what false.

The Vedas clearly preach the truth
with regard to God, souls and the matter.
The persons studying the Gita, the
Upanishads and the Brahmanas
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sometimes raise different voices about
the nature of God, but the Vedas clearly
preach that God is one, formless and
omnipresent. The mantra ‘gT guvrt &gei
aarar from Rigveda (1.164.20) clarifies
the difference between the three—God,
souls and the matter.

The smritis transform the abstract
knowledge of the Vedas into specific
rights and duties, rules and regulations,
and the act-fruit relations. At present
there exist a number of smritis; but only
the Manusmriti iIs  dependable
irrespective of adulterations; the other
smritis having too much admixtures.
The real verses from the Manusmriti
contain clear explanation of the truth
and false, and a clear conception of do’s
and don’ts.

The &= or the details of good
conduct from the personalities lived in
the past also indicate the norms of the
truth and lessons not to accept the false.
Our soul also knows the truth. When it
has done sandhya, yajna, Vedas’ study,
satsang, pranayama and meditation;
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and when it is free from lust, fury,
greed, attachment, pride, jealousy,
lethargy and restlessness; then it knows
well as to what is the truth and what
false. Both our Rishis, Manu and
Dayanand validate soul’s intelligence.

Now a very big and very deep
question arises that if the soul knows
the truth and false, and if every man
possesses a soul, then why are men
ignorant, bad and sinful? The schools
are making boys good and bad. The
police and courts are making men good
and bad. The religious preachers are
making men good and bad. Making
good, all right. Making bad, why? Even
if there is no helper, the soul has been
said to know the truth and false. If
there are so many helpers, then why is
the man turning to bad?

Rishi Dayanand says in the said
Introduction, as translated by Pt. Ganga
Prasad Upadhyaya, “’The inner self of
man is the knower of truth and untruth;
but through selfishness, stubbornness,
malevolence and ignorance, he leaves
truth and inclines towards untruth.”’
When these evils overpower the soul, it
becomes bad.

The Universe is so vast and contained.

The heavenly bodies are infinite in
number, and they are all moving without
colliding with one another. Our earth

Y Fifed

gets light and heat, summer and winter,
and winds and rains regularly. Within
the Sun, the atoms are splitting and
uniting without fail. The animals and
vegetables are exchanging oxygen and
carbon dioxide automatically. The sea-
water is getting evaporated to rise up
and then to rain down in a cyclic order.
The births and deaths are well-ordered,
and so are the crops of grains. The soul
knows that this is being done by God,
and it feels the deeds of God.

But the Buddhists and Jains say that
there is no God. When one argues that
such a huge Universe cannot emerge
unless created by God, then the
Buddhists and Jains counter-argue that
the nature’s elements—earth, water, fire
and air react and counter-react for a long
time resulting into the creation of all
worldly things as well as of souls. When
the non-believers come into power or
increase in number, they create
confusions, and several individual souls
fail to discriminate between truth and
untruth. This tends to ignorance, errors
and sins. At present such situations can
easily been seen in India and other
countries.

The soul thinks—God is one; He lives
everywhere, so He is omnipresent; so
He is formless. This is the right
knowledge. But there are Puranas

wrongly speaking that God is visible;
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His images should be worshipped; He
incarnates to kill demons, etc. When one
argues that the Vedas describe God to be
‘3tergd; S0 God cannot be visible; an
image of invisible being cannot be
made; a formless being cannot own a
body, and cannot incarnate.

Then the Puranas counter-argue that
God is almighty, and can show Himself
to eyes if He so wishes. They allege that
the devotees of pure and perfect
devotion can see Him with naked eyes.
When a question is put up that the
omnipresent being cannot come to a
limited place, then the Puranas say that
the almighty can do anything and
everything. Thus the thinker is made
confused, and a pure knowledge of
God’s nature becomes impossible.

The Vedas do not preach idol-worship.
When this point is raised, the Puranic
persons argue that in Kaliyuga, the
formless God cannot be meditated upon
easily, and the idol-worship brings the
same result as the formless meditation
does. This wrong statement creates
confusion, and man fails to know the
analysed pure truth.

God is moving the infinite number of
heavenly bodies without any difficulty,
and if He so decides, He can kill a man
in no time. Then why to waste 50 years
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or more to kill a Ravana? Secondly, the
incarnation theory means that God
cannot kill a Ravana while remaining
God, which is derogatory and insulting
the Almighty.

Thus there are untrue persons and
untrue books who create confusion in
human minds, and obstruct them from
knowing the truth. As Rishi Dayanand
means, basically the Soul is a knower of
truth; but there are a number of bad
things that divert it the wrong way. We,
the Dbelievers in God and readers of
Vedas have a duty to perform, and it is

leading the society towards the pure
truth. % 3k ok sk sk ok
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